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ARGUMENT. 


Count Heribert of Liidenstein, with Astolf of Reisenberg, 
Garrold of Nummen, Frederic of Transdorf, noblemen and 
retainers of the Count, and with them many knights, have 
joined in the holy war against the Saracens. Their wives, 
Ludmilla (the Countess), Helen, Luitgarde, Camilla, with those 
of the other knights, mourn the absence of their husbands, and 
long for their final return. The Countess, irritated by the 
thought that her husband, listening to the dictates of honor, 
rather than to the voice of love, could forsake her for so long 
a period, invites to her palace the wives of all those knights 
who had also taken part in the war. There, in council, she 
persuades them to assume a cold and indifferent demeanor 
toward their husbands on their return. Udolin, page to the 
Count, who had hurried home, in advance of the knights, learns 
of the conspiracy through Isella, his sweetheart, and maid to 
the Countess. In disguise, he attends the final council, and 
overhears the details of the plot. The plan of the Countess 
was unaminously adopted. 

The knights arrive at the palace. Udolin betrays the plan 
of the ladies to the Count. The knights quickly resolve to 
conquer the ladies with their own weapons, and to treat the 
apparent indifference of their wives with even greater cold- 
ness. In the hall of the palace the ladies and knights meet, 
and on both sides the dissimulation is carried out to the letter; 
the knights, indeed, without so much as a single greeting to 
their wives, turning aside into the hall of State to hold a 
feast. The Countess is astounded at the conduct of her hus- 
band, and the other ladies now begin to find fault with the 
whole idea of the conspiracy. 

At this point Isella arrives, and informs the Countess that 

cut, at table, had given as a toast, “ War and the honor 
and had added —“But a short time remain we here. 


Soon shall we take the field again in search of »ow laurels. 
Meanwhile, let us avoid the society of our wives.” ‘lis aston- 
ishment of the Countess and ladies knows no bounds. This 
state of things is unbearable. The Countess already desires a 


secret interview with the Count. The other ladies also insist 
upon meeting their husbands. Helen first meets Astolf. Ths 


Countess suspects her plan to have been betrayed. With ( 


amiable mien she approaches her husband. He, scarcely abic 
longer to restrain his feelings, saves himself with the im- 
promptu story, that a fearful oath bound him and his comrades 
to return to the field. Bidding the Countess a last farewell, 
he withdraws. Udolin and Isella enter. The former confides 
to the Countess, how the knights in a certain battle, having 
been completely surrounded by the Saracens, and with no 
hope of escape, had made the vow, in the event of their rescue, 
to enter upon another campaign; and that they would not al- 
low themselves the slightest sign of affection toward their 
wives, unless the latter should don armor, and join their 
knights in fighting for the Faith. The Countess declares this 
they would never do. Isella takes a coat of mail from the 
wall, and dresses the Countess in complete armor. But only 
in jest, as she explains. The Count here appears, and moved 
at the sight of his wife in armor, calls in the other knights. 
The Countess hastens to cast off the armor, At this moment 
appear the other ladies, armed cap-4-pié, and compel their 
leader also to remain armed. The men declare themselves 
conquered. The Count announces the discovery of the con- 
spiracy. Mutual congratulation and rejoicing follow, and the 
lovers, Isella and Udolin, are united. 
MARCH, 1883. 
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ALL IS STILL AND SAD. 


No. 2. ROMANZA. 


Moderato. 
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power; How des - o- late my life hath grown, How still are court and tower. 
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Allegro moderato. 
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Allegro ma non troppo. 


Countess. ( Lightly to the ladies. ) 
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Play well your parts, all fear dis-pel ; De - ny your hearts, and all will be well. 
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